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FILE: B-189250 DATE: January 18, 1978

MATTES OF: lLoxenso N. Santos - Claim for —eplacement
of an allegedly lost check

DIGESBT: Jorsnzo N. Santoe seeks replacement of
l.llegodly los: check in sum of $1,142,
GCruml:i.ng unraaid salary for period
December 10, 19i41; to June 13, ‘1945,
for urv:lcel rendered as an employee .
of Department of Navy in Philippine Islands
prior tc and duriag World War II. Eviden.a
of record shows ajtheck in same amount and
for same pcriod paid by Navy to & 'Lorenso
Santor ca.May 22, 1945. As check appears
to h/ve been paid and claim uot prasented
to G\O until May 16, 1974, 31 U.S.C. § 122

‘ bars paymant.

Mr. l.orenzo N.. Bm:o. npptnln from Settlmnl. Certiﬁutc
No. Z-2554088, dated December i1, 1976, issued by our Claims
Division, which dissllowed his- clain for replacenent of an
allegedly 178t check .. the amount of $1,142, represeating
unpaid salsry for the perjod December 10, 1941, to June 13,
1945.

'!hc cllinnr. ltnt:en that he was- mployed by the United
States llavy at lhriv.ln, Batasn, Philippine Islands, prior to
the outbreak of World Har II Lo Decerter 7, 1961. He reports
that wvhen the Japiness air forcu bombed his place of employment
at !hr:lvelel. the Pederal uployeen u'hn ‘were, working - there were
disperséd- ‘and: rul:lned 'in & missing status until; l:hc ‘1iberation
of the !'hi.‘l.ippinen in 1945. Mr. Se ;tou also teport:s rhat he was
cntricd onthe rolls of the’ Dep"rmmt of the Navy while he was
in . -:lning status in sccordance with the provisions of the
Missing Personn Act, as amendzd. He coutéends that upon separatiom,
he was entitled to recaive unpaid salary for the period he was in
a nigaing ‘status, and he claims that he has not received that
salary. He alleges that the check in question was erroneously
paid to ancther pcrlon

The zecords of the Hational Peruonnel Records Center, United
States General Services Administration, 11l Winnebago Srree:l.
St. Louis, Missouri &3118, disclose that one Lorenzo Seutos was
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employed as & laborer, bud'c nusbar 013171, at the Unitocl States
Navy Yard, Ca'rita, Philippine Talands, fro- Dacesber 10, 1941, to
February 28 1945. A¢ the time of his séparation ha was entitled
to pay in the amount of $1,142 for the period December 10, 1941,
to.June )}, 1945, under.the provisions of the Missing Persons Act
baled upon the aforescsted period of service, which ‘L':.'.l.\lde‘
service credir _for the, .annual leave and sick leave which ' had
:ccrucd in his leave acrount. His address was Bacoon, Clvit..
Philippine Islands. The files of the Records Ce:tar furthar show
that. check number 2311 in the sum of $1,142 for the pariod
December 10, 1941, to June 13, 1945, was paid on May 22, 1945,
to u Lorenzo Santos, previously 1d-nt1‘1ed. snd that the disbursing
officer vas G. F. Brawton, symbol 56,708.

The claim of Mr. lorenzo N. Santos, the clninunt in this
action, for replacessant of the allegedly lost check, was initially
received in the General Accounting Office ou May 16, 1974,

Section 122 of titlec 31, United States Code, providcs,in perticent
pax:t, as follows:

"§ 122, Claims on paid checks und warraats;
limitations.

"Hayvéafter all claims on accounl: of. any
chack, checks, varraot, or varrants dppu,tins
from the records of the General Accounting 3
Office »r tae Treasury Dapartment to have bawm
paid, shall be barred if not presented to tha
General Accounting ‘Office or tL. Ireasurer of
the United States within six years afte: the
date of ipsusnce of the check, checks, wvarrant,
or warrants involved., % % #"

Bazad upcn ' the tvldcuca of ncord the c.Fenk in question was
pa:ld to a iLorenzs 3aitos on May 22, 1965. Since the records show
that -the chack was paid and that no claim thereen vas presented
within 6 years after the date of issuance, the statute quoted sbova
bars all claimg on account of this check. Accordingly, this Office
is barreu from taking favorable action om the claim and we nesd not
consider the claimant's allegalon that the chack wvas erroneously
paid to another pevrsom.
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In light of the foregoing, the Settlement Certificate of
Dacember 21, 1976, isaucd by our Claime Divieion, which disallcweu
the claim of Mr. Lorenzo W. Suntos for replacement of the allegelly

lost check, S« sustained.
7D Asd

Yor The 'Co-pttollnr General
of tha United Statns
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